CHAPTER VII
ADDING INSULT TO INDUSTRY
IF the intellectual section of vocal India is like a disillusioned
but still trusting and hopeful bride, the industrial section is
more like an outraged matron who has found that her
husband is entangled with another woman. Not that
Indian industrialists have any right to feel deceived ; they
have long had warning that a free India would likely be
too exacting, if not actively hostile.
It was one of the anomalies of Indian politics in the
closing years of British rule that the Congress Party with
predominant Socialist leaders drew most of its financial
strength from the big industrialists. Whether they
thought that they would be able to buy a big enough
share of the Party to steer it the way they wanted
it to go, or were merely convinced that an independent
India was unlikely for many years ahead and that they
would have greater power to influence the existing Indian
Government through Congress than by direct means, it is
hard to say.
A longer interval between the end of the war and the
final disappearance of the last vestige of British control
might have put the industrialists in the position they sought.
The Bombay Plan propounded during the war was an in-
genious effort. It had several references to " free and
independent governmentJ> and such-like bait to cover the
hook of something remarkably like an authoritarian system
under the effective control of big business. Congress as a
whole took the bait, hook and all, but before the strike
could be made to lodge the hook fairly in the fish's mouth
the end of the war and the subsequent developments swept
the entire transaction out of sight.